
Kathleen A. Brosnan is the Travis Chair of Modern American History at the University of 
Oklahoma and a past president of the American Society for Environmental History (2017-2019) 
and current chair of its Committee on Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity. She has served on the 
nominating committees for the American Historical Association and the Western Historical 
Association as well as numerous book and dissertation prize committees. Brosnan holds a J.D. 
from the University of Illinois and Ph.D. in history from the University of Chicago. In addition 
to numerous articles, she is the author of Uniting Mountain and Plain: Cities, Law, and 
Environmental Change along the Front Range (2002); the editor of the award-winning, four-
volume Encyclopedia of American Environmental History (2010); and the co-editor of City 
Dreams, Country Schemes: Community and Identity in the American West (2011); Energy 
Capitals: Global Influence, Local Impact (2014); and Mapping Nature across the Americas 
(forthcoming 2020). Two other co-edited volumes, City of Lake and Prairie: Chicago’s 
Environmental History and The Greater Plains: Rethinking a Region’s Environmental Histories, 
are currently under review. Brosnan is working on a monograph, Napa Nature, exploring the 
environmental history of the Napa Valley wine industry.  



I am honored that the nominating committee has asked me to stand for the Board of Directors for 
ICEHO.  I have been an eager participant in the World Congresses, presenting papers at the first 
meeting in Denmark and the upcoming meeting in Brazil and serving on the program committee 
for the second congress in Portugal. In addition to my experience as a past president of the 
American Society for Environmental History and as the current chair of its Committee on 
Diversity, Inclusion, and Equity, I have used money from my endowed chair to provide the 
University of Oklahoma History Department’s membership in ICEHO.  I have twice hosted PhD 
students from China for a year while they conducted their dissertation research. As a board 
member, I would work to encourage other universities to join the ICEHO ranks and also address 
whether there are more opportunities for the exchange of graduate students such as the ones I 
have overseen.  



Please accept this as my signed statement with electronic signature indicating my willingness to 
serve on the Board of Directors for ICEHO. 
 
Kathleen A. Brosnan 


